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Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.

Safe and Secure Schools Unit

SAFE AND SECURE 
SCHOOLS
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INTRODUCTIONS
Executive Advisory Committee:
Kansas Adjutant General
Kansas Attorney General 
Kansas Bureau of Investigation 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment
Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism
Kansas Division of Emergency Management 
Kansas Fire Marshal
Kansas Highway Patrol
Kansas State Department of Education
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Nine standards:
• Infrastructure protection.
• Security technology systems.
• Radio/communication contact with law enforcement.
• Communications to community.
• Crisis plans.
• Testing, exercises and training.
• Fire, tornado and crisis drills.
• Collaboration at the local level.
• Firearms safety.

STANDARDS
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2019-2020 will only allow projects associated 
with Standards 1 and 2. 

• Building projects that can be implemented in 
phases.

• Include local collaborative partners.
• Projects submitted and approved will have to be 

completed by June 30, 2020.

2019-2020 GRANT FUNDING
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Under the direction of the fire marshal:
• Four fire drills.
• Two tornado drills (September and March)
Under the direction of the Safe and Secure Unit:
• At least three crisis drills.
Manner in which such crisis drills are conducted may be subject to approval 
by the Safe and Secure Schools Unit. 

SENATE BILL 128: CRISIS DRILLS
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22 HAZARDS IDENTIFIED WITHIN KANSAS
• Agriculture infestation
• Civil disorder
• Dam/levee failure
• Drought
• Earthquakes
• Expansive soils
• Extreme temperatures
• Flood
• Hail storms
• Hazardous materials
• Land subsidence

• Landslides
• Lightning
• Major disease outbreak
• Radiological
• Soil erosion/dust
• Terrorism/agriterrorism
• Tornado
• Utility infrastructure failure
• Wildfire
• Windstorms
• Winter storms
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SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY REPORTING

WHAT IS SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY? 
• Unusual activity doesn’t always indicate that a crime 

is occurring. However, you know what is normal for 
your neighborhood and community. If behavior
appears to be outside the norm, or frightens you, let 
law enforcement know. 
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SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY REPORTING
Suspicious Activity May Include:
• An expressed threat to commit a crime.
• Threats of violence, or a communicated or displayed intent to 

cause harm to another person or persons.
• Threats against schools, facilities or events.
• Surveillance of facilities or people.
• The discovery of a gathering of weapons, chemicals, explosives or electronic devices.
• Attempts to enter restricted areas, test security systems or tamper with a secure site.
• Signs of human trafficking indicating a person isn’t free to leave.
• Signs of drug activity such as recurring, brief visits to and from a property.

Learn more about how to help identify and report suspicious activity that 
you might observe. 
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SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY REPORTING



KANSAS STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION | www.ksde.org

SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY REPORTING
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Safe and Secure Schools

WEBSITE
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KanSTAT (Kansas School Threat Assessment Team)

Matrix assessment (criminal, mental and school threat 
perspective):

• Immediate response.
• Immediate referral.
• Immediate notification to school district crisis teams for immediate 

intervention. 

SUPPORT OF SAR
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2016-2019 HISTORICAL DATA (NATURAL)
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Jan. 16, 1882: Iola, KS  - A group of boys shot into a schoolhouse, but no one 
was hurt. Two were arrested, plead guilty and each paid $9 fine. 
Nov. 20, 1883: Barber Co, KS – A bunch of drunken cowboys stopped at 
several schoolhouses, forcing two teachers to drink whiskey and fired 
numerous shots at the three schoolhouses. 
April 27, 1912: Manhattan, KS - During a school play rehearsal, a boy loaded 
his revolver, unknown to others. Pearl Reedy, an 18-year-old girl who was to 
use the gun in the play, said she was afraid to handle it. The teacher said she 
didn't need to fear it and pointed it at Reedy, squeezing the trigger. Reedy was 
fatally wounded.

HISTORICAL DATA
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June 4, 1937: Isabel, KS - 16-year-old Robert Douthitt, was accidentally killed 
backstage during high school play practice. The revolver was to have been 
loaded with blanks, but it held live ammunition. (A)

Jan. 21, 1985: Goddard, KS - Armed with a rifle and a handgun, 14-year-old 
James Alan Kearbey, killed principal, James McGee, and wounded two 
teachers and a student at Goddard Junior High School.

HISTORICAL DATA
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Counties: 45/105 
Total of criminal incidents:   247
Firearms:  19 Explosives:  8
Hands: 20 Other:  193
Knives:  7

(This data does not include agencies submitting summary data (Topeka, KCK, Olathe, Overland Park, Mission, 
Roeland Park and Lawrence). If there is an independent USD police department in these jurisdictions those reports 
are included.) 

2018-2019 HISTORICAL DATA (CRIMINAL)
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2019 HISTORICAL DATA

16/8

Median Age: 
14.9 years old 
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SAFE AND SUPPORTIVE SCHOOLS CONFERENCE

Sept. 23-24, 2019
Wichita, KS – Hyatt

Connect and Learn about School Safety
Register at:
https://KAESA.org/safe/
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Susan McMahan John Calvert
School Safety Specialist School Safety Specialist
(785) 296-4946 (785) 296-7056
smcmahan@ksde.org jcalvert@ksde.org

https://www.ksde.org/Kansas-Safe-Schools
Mission Statement
To assist school districts by helping them build solid foundations of readiness, security 
and resiliency to withstand ALL hazards and anything man-made (intentional or 
unintentional). 

CONTACT US:


